
Twelfth Annual Gala
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019

To benefit youth with a history of foster care!





Dear Friends,

On behalf of the individuals and families we serve, the employees of David & Margaret 
Youth and Family Services, and our Board of Directors, thank you for joining us!  This 
evening we will be celebrating our 12th Annual Gala: Fostering Community.

This year’s gala theme was chosen to for a dual purpose: as a reminder that the 
agency exists to serve foster youth and families, and to acknowledge the community 
that we are a part of and that so generously supports our work. Actually, it is really 
more than one community: the world of foster care, local businesses, generous 
foundations, supportive government agencies, and caring residents who donate 
time as volunteers. It takes a community to raise foster children!

Tonight is a celebration of growth and strength of character. It is a celebration of 
lives changed, goals set and met, education achieved, skills developed . . . and hearts 
and minds healed. It is a celebration of each person who has benefited from the 
care and guidance received at David & Margaret. With us tonight are two of those 
individuals – a youth transitioning out of foster care and into a bright future, as well 
as a former Board of Directors president who headed the agency at a pivotal time in 
its long history. We are thrilled to be able to introduce them to you and know you will 
find each to be extraordinary.

However, this evening is also our opportunity to celebrate you, to get to know you 
and to thank you for your support of David & Margaret. Tonight provides the perfect 
opportunity to celebrate both donor and recipient, volunteer and mentor. It is a night 
to thank the extraordinarily dedicated employees, alumni and alumnae, agency and 
government partners, and our board of directors for all that they do. Many thanks to 
those who invested time, talent and resources to make this evening possible!  

We look forward to your continued support of and partnership with David & Margaret 
as it helps youth, families, and by extension, our communities grow and thrive!

Enjoy your evening,

The 2019 Gala Committee 

Darcy Coulter Barbara Fleming Terri Miller Kathy Selders

Barbara Fleming Terry Miller



WAYS TO SUPPORT THE YOUTH AND 
FAMILIES WE SERVE
Annual Fund 
This provides stability and greatly assists 
with resource planning. Recurring donations 
are set up automatically and make for a 
simple and efficient way to support the youth 
served by David & Margaret.

Questions? Contact Chief Community Engagement Officer Maggie Bohlman at BohlmanM@DavidandMargaret.
org or (909) 596-5921, ext. 3246.

Annual Gala 
Your support is very important and we thank you for attending. Your purchases during the live and silent 
auction and Fund A Need make a meaningful difference in the lives of youth and families served by David 
& Margaret.

Planned Giving  
A legacy gift can help provide David & Margaret with stable and lasting support that will continue to improve 
the lives of youth in our communities. There are many ways to make a legacy gift, such as bequests, wills, 
and trusts; retirement plans and life insurance policies; and gifts of stocks, bonds, and other securities.

Hope Garden  
Leave your legacy and support David & Margaret’s 
Hope Garden with a personalized engraved brick, tile, 
bench, or recognition on our donor wall. The Hope 
Garden offers a place for reflection, meditation, and 
prayer.

Wish Lists  
Especially around the holidays – but throughout the year - the youth in many of our programs have specific 
needs and wishes for in-kind donations. Please visit our website at www.DavidandMargaret.org/Support/
Giving for more information.

Shop at Our Partners   
PLAE Shoes for adults and kids will donate 10% of your purchase value to David & Margaret. Just use the 
code GIVE037 at checkout. When you shop Amazon.com, use Amazon Smile! You’ll get the same great 
Amazon.com deals, and a portion of your purchase price will be donated to us to support our programs and 
services.



MISSION
David & Margaret Youth and Family Services empowers children, youth, and 
families through culturally diverse services that foster emotional, educational, 
spiritual, and identity development.

HISTORY
In 1910, David & Margaret Youth and Family 
Services was established as an orphanage for 
children ages 2-12 as the David & Margaret 
Home for Children. First National Bank 
President Henry Kuns donated the La Verne 
Hotel and 17.5 acres of land to the Woman’s 
Home Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

COMMUNITY
David & Margaret Youth and Family Services has been part of La Verne for 109 
years. Throughout the years David & Margaret has grown and changed to meet 
the needs of our community. Today, the services provided to at-risk families and 
youth/young adults transitioning out of foster care and into independence create 
a stronger, more vibrant community by lowering their risk of homelessness, under-
education, and under-employment.

His conditions were that his donation would be used for the benefit of children and 
that the orphanage would be named in honor of his parents. In 2007, the agency 
was renamed David & Margaret Youth and Family Services to reflect its growing 
diversity. 
Today, we serve more than 1,200 clients annually 
through a comprehensive range of programs. 
In 2015, the Cedar Springs Apartment complex 
opened on the agency’s south campus to provide 
increased housing and supportive services for 
youth transitioning out of foster care. In 2017, 
the Youth Workforce Training Center opened, 
featuring a store and café that are open to the 
public, to give transitional age youth valuable 
work guidance and experience. 



THE BIG PICTURE:

Foster Care and Adoption Services 

David & Margaret Foster Care and Adoption Services works 
in collaboration with Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino 
and Riverside counties to place children awaiting homes. 
During 2018, 59 foster children were placed in loving 
certified homes. In addition, 7 children found their forever 
homes trough adoption.

Joan Macy School 

This is a specialized, non-public school for at-risk students 
grades 1-12, who are placed with us by their local school 
districts. During the past year, 58 students stabilized their 
education at Joan Macy School.

Learning Enhancement Center 

The Center has helped hundreds of children and adults turn their learning disabilities into abilities 
by training the brain to accurately and effectively take in information, process it, and respond 
appropriately. In 2018, 29 individuals turned their challenges into abilities here.

Residential Services 

These programs serve youth ages 8 to 18 who are referred by county Departments of Children 
and Family Services, Mental Health, and Probation, as well as foreign-born children and youth in 
our New Beginnings program who are awaiting sponsorship. Residents live in home-like cottages 
with round-the-clock, trauma-informed, therapeutic care provided by case workers, who provide 
the support they need to rebuild the resiliency to rejoin their families and communities. In the 
past 12 months, 425 youth and young adults found stability in our residential programs.



Mental Health Services 

Outpatient Mental Health Program offers mental health services for Medi-Cal eligible youth, 
ages 3 to 21: Last year, 112 individuals received services; including those who also participated 
in family therapy, this number increased to 301.

Transitional Living Programs 

We are one of the leading regional providers of services 
and programs for youth who are transitioning out of 
foster care and into independent living – last year, 
242 at-risk youth were provided transitional shelter 
care. Some of the services provided include case 
management; life skills workshops, such as money 
management, cooking and more; social events; 
vocational training; and individual mental health 
services. When they left the program, 47 percent 
of last year’s attendees obtained full-time work, 28 
percent had part-time work, and nearly half were in 
post-secondary school.

COMPASS Point Drop-In Center 

In early 2020, we will open our newest program for transitional age youth. Please see page 8 for 
more details on this exciting new addition to our services!

Youth Workforce Training Program 

This program is one of few programs of its type 
in California. Its customized approach allows for 
each individual to gain the skills they need to be life 
ready, workforce ready, and in some cases ready 
to progress into an educational setting. It develops 
skills that prepare young people for self-sufficiency 
and successful transition into adulthood.

PROGRAMS AT DAVID & 
MARGARET



COMPASS POINT PROGRAMS

For the past four years, I’ve been manager of David & Margaret’s Transitional Housing Programs 
for youth aging out of foster care. It is now my privilege to be the first director of David & Margaret’s 
COMPASS Programs, a new division focusing on the needs of transitional age youth. COMPASS 
stands for Creating Opportunities and Making Personal Advancements to Self Sufficiency.
Since opening our Cedar Springs permanent supportive housing apartments in 2016, we learned 
that the services we provide are a good start, but we must do more. The COMPASS Programs 
are part of that vision. I’m extremely excited to share that one particular aspect of that, the 
long-anticipated COMPASS Point drop-in center, has been funded by a generous grant from the 
Margie & Robert E. Petersen Foundation and will open in early 2020 to serve youth aging out of 
foster care in many ways. 
Like other young adults, they are not quite ready to be out on their own, but unlike other young 
adults they face numerous other challenges such as: 

•	 Nearly half of foster youth have learning disabilities or delays.
•	 Only 58% of young people in foster care graduate from high school.
•	 Foster youth do not have the guidance of a family to help them navigate the road to 

adulthood and career.
•	 Almost 50% of young women in foster care in California will have been pregnant at 

least once by age 19
•	 Half of youth who have aged out of foster care end up homeless or incarcerated.

Youth who use the drop-in center will have access to healthy meals and snacks, activities and 
special events, support services, and linkages to David & Margaret’s College and Career Program, 
as well as connections to community services. The center will include offices, restrooms, a 
kitchen, dining area, laundry, showers, rest area, recreation room, a quiet room/study area and 
library/computer room, and a conference room. 
This evening, you’ll learn more about the COMPASS Point Programs. I hope you’ll join me in helping 
to make them a much-needed, vital resource for these vulnerable youth in our communities, 
with your generous support of our Fund A Need activities.
Best regards,

Marissa Scholefield



THE HENRY KUNS AWARD AND 
GRATITUDE AWARD
Henry Kuns Award
The Henry Kuns Award is named after the founder of David & Margaret Youth and Family Services. The 
Henry Kuns Award recognizes a youth aging out of foster care for their accomplishments on the path to 
independent living. 

HENRY KUNS AWARD RECIPIENT – JOEL RAMIREZ
Joel, 20 years old, has been in foster care for over half of his life. He has lived in eight 
group homes and with three different foster families. Foster youth like Joel who age out 
of foster care without a forever family have a 50% likelihood that they will experience 
homelessness and/or incarceration. Only 58% will graduate from high school, and only 
3% of foster youth go on to graduate from college.
Joel, however, is not a statistic, and he has plans for his future. He was a participant 
in the Transitional Housing Program Plus Foster Care (THP+FC) program at David & 
Margaret. While living in the apartment provided for him by THP+FC, he successfully 
balanced being a full-time student at Mount San Antonio College (Mt. SAC) and working 
a part-time job as a student ambassador at the REACH program at Mt. SAC. As a 
student ambassador, Joel assists former foster youth with case management services.
While at David & Margaret Joel took advantage of the Youth Workforce Training Program 
and attended life skills classes, working one-on-one with the employment coach and 
case manager. Joel earned his associate’s degree in 2018 and began classes this 
past August at Cal Poly Pomona, where he’s working on a bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering.

Gratitude Award
The Gratitude Award honors a foster parent, donor, volunteer, or other supporter of David & Margaret 
Youth and Family Services for their outstanding efforts on behalf of the agency and the youth and families 
served. 

GRATITUDE AWARD RECIPIENT – CINDY WALKENBACH, PAST PRESIDENT, 
DAVID & MARGARET BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cindy’s introduction to David & Margaret was in the early 1980s when she as a teacher 
in the Bonita Unified School District (BUSD). Some David & Margaret residents were 
enrolled in BUSD’s Work Experience Education program, and she realized the special 
challenges many of these students had in finding and keeping jobs without the benefit 
of the family support that most students received. Later, as an administrator in BUSD, 
she created a special Regional Occupation Program class for students on our campus, 
designed to teach youth essential job readiness skills. 
In 1998, Cindy was asked to represent BUSD on the David & Margaret Board of Directors, 
and served for 18 years. At various times she served on the Finance Committee, Audit 
and Pension Committees, the Board Development Committee, and the Program and 
Quality Assurance Committee, which she chaired. In 2011, she became the Board 
president and served for four years.
During her tenure as president, a $25 million capital campaign was launched to build 
Cedar Springs, supportive housing apartments for young people who are aging out of 
the foster care system. As president of the Board, she was actively involved in the initial 
planning stages of the campaign including building the case for support.



WE APPRECIATE OUR GALA 
SPONSORS AND DONORS

Gold Sponsor
RCS Construction - Russ & Sabina Sullivan

John & Luanne Hernandez-Storr

Silver Sponsors
Gallagher Insurance Risk Management Consulting

Huntington Culinary

Bronze Sponsors
American Career College

Bay Alarm
Barbara Fleming, Certified Financial Planner® Morgan Stanley Wealth Management 

Fredericks Benefits
Financial Power Partners

Susan Hume
Peg Jones

John Norton
Spectrum Instruments Inc.

Cindy Walkenbach

Wine Sponsor
Jerry D. Mead’s New World International 

Wine Competition

Beer Sponsor
La Verne Brewing Co.

In-Kind Donors 
Disneyland Resort Community Relations

Ferdy Barron
Universal Studios Hollywood

Morongo Casino Resort & Spa
Inland Valley Repertory Theatre 
Hornblower Cruises & Events

My Wood Tie
Aquarium of the Pacific

Bradford Portraiture
Rowley Portraiture

PRP Wine International
Barbara Fleming

Fillmore & Western Railway Co.
Castle Park

The Avocado House
Y.E.S. Foundation For Children

Firehouse Subs
Pacific Park

The Cheesecake Factory
Natural History Museum of LA

Ayres Hotel Anaheim
Green Street Restaurant
Pink’s Famous Hot Dogs

Bardot

Curves
Boomers Upland

Planes of Fame Air Museum
Toyota Arena

Kidspace Children’s Museum
Boomers Upland

Callaway Vineyard Winery
Total Wine & More

Mr. D’s Diner
Maggie Bohlman

Sky Zone
American Girl

Espiau’s Restaurant & Cantina
Boomers! Fountain Valley

Cheese Cave
Roberta’s Village Inn

Aquarium of the Pacific
PRP Wine International

Golf N’ Stuff
Speed Zone

Sky Zone - Covina
Fountain Valley Skating Center

Adventure City
TK Burgers

Wilson Creek Winery & Vineyards
Ziplines at Pacific Crest

Spirit Cruises
Ben Bolliger Productions, Inc. Candlelight 

Pavillon
Pasadena Ice Skating Center
Mulligan Family Fun Center
OC Community Resources

Balboa Fun Zone Rides, Inc. DBA Fund Zone 
Ferris Wheel

Nothing Bundt Cakes - West Covina
American Cinematheque

Classic Lanes
Santa Anita Park, Los Angeles Turf Club, Inc.



THIS EVENING’S PROGRAM 

4:30 p.m. VIP Reception

5:30 p.m.Silent Auction, Raffle Ticket Sales, 
Craft Beer Tasting, Live Music 

7:00 p.m. Dinner

7:30 p.m.Program Begins

10:00 Our Evening Concludes
Thank you for your support!

We established the 

Kuns’ Circle of Kindness to honor those who

play a critical role supporting the future of the

children, young adults and families served

at David & Margaret by leaving a gift to 

David & Margaret in their estate plan.

For more information contact: Maggie Bohlman

Bohlmanm@davidandmargaret.org

909-596-5921 x 3246

There are many ways to gift a legacy 

•Bequests, wills, and trusts

•Retirement plans and life insurance policies

•Gifts of stocks, bonds, and other securities



Proud supporters of 
David & Margaret Youth and Family Services



Cabinet Lighting • Under Cabinet Lighting • Outdoor Lighting • Track Lighting • Recessed Lighting

Dimmer Switches & Lighting Control Systems • Kitchen & Bathroom Demonstration Room 

INDOOR & OUTDOOR FANS Hundreds to choose from! 

Ceiling Fans, Light Bulbs, Landscape Lighting & More! 

(909) 482-4414
8760 Central Ave., Montclair, CA

Info Sessions offered two evenings a month and more by appointment!

Foster Parent Information Sessions
Learn everything you’ve ever wanted to know about becoming a

foster parent! Join our Fost/Adopt expert as she answers 

any & all questions and discusses the steps and requirements to

become a foster/resource parent! 

bit.ly/FFAinfosessions

"Volunteering is the ultimate

exercise in democracy. You vote in

elections once a year, but when you

volunteer, you vote every day about

the kind of community you want to

live in" 
- Unknown

Thank you to the staff, board members

and volunteers at David & Margaret

Youth and Family Services for their

wonderful work in providing support

for the youngsters in their care.

 
- Cindy Walkenbach



Cindy Walkenbach and Joel Ramirez 



David Dutchover
 909.792.1070

www.fredericksbenefits.com 

Employee Benefits Consulting and Brokerage Services
Shared Wisdom. Powerful Results.  

Simplifing HR and Benefits 

United Benefits Advisors Partner Firm

Congratulations to 
Cindy Walkenbach and 

Joel Ramirez!
ED AND SUSAN HUME

Proud Supporters of 

David & Margaret Youth and Family Services 

THANK YOU,
DAVID & MARGARET

FOR MAKING
MIRACLES HAPPEN.

"Never give up on anybody. 

Miracles happen every day."

-H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

-  PEG AND JACK JONES



American Career College 
proudly supports the growth 
and development of the 
children in our communities 

JOAN MACY SCHOOL

Joan Macy is a non-
public school serving youth in
the surrounding communities
who benefit from small class
sizes, close student-teacher
relationships and individualized
curriculums!

Parents who feel that their
child is not thriving in their
district school can ask the
district for a tour of 
Joan Macy School.

For more information please
visit bit.ly/ContactJMS

New merchandise 
arrives weekly! 
Find favorite brands at your
favorite prices!

Dave and Maggie's Center provides two benefits to the

community; as a retail store offering staple and other

goods at deeply discounted prices, and as a training

center for youth aging out of foster care who need work

experience to build their future!

1351 Palomares Ave La Verne Ca 91750 Thurs-Sat 10am-5pm

www.davidandmargaret.org

Shopfor 

Good



ASSESSMENT
& TRANSFORM

YOUR LIFE 
TODAY!

"I WAS AMAZED AT HOW

QUICKLY MY SON STARTED

IMPROVING IN SCHOOL. I

WOULD RECOMMEND THE

LEARNING ENHANCEMENT

CENTER TO ANYONE WITH

A CHILD WHO HAS A

LEARNING DISABILITY OR

ADHD. SO GRATEFUL!”

CALL TODAY FOR A

FREE 

THE LEARNING ENHANCEMENT CENTER 
909-596-5921 x3152
http://bit.ly/theLEC

Barbara Fleming, CFP®

First Vice President

Senior Portfolio Manager

Financial Advisor

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management

Direct 562-901-4378

Mobile 562-303-5367

Barbara.Fleming@MorganStanley.com

NMLS #1326765

CA Insurance Lic. #0A75707

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.

Cindy Walkenbach 
&

Joel Ramirez!

Congratulations 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SENIOR 
LEADERSHIP 

JOAN MACY 
SCHOOL BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

Charles C. Rich, Executive Director 

Maggie Bohlman, Chief Community Engagement Officer

Vicky Camarella, Youth Workforce Training Center

Sheila Davis, Chief Operations Officer

Monica Kirk, Education Director, Joan Macy School

Veronica Mendivil, DUCO Program Director

Michael Miller, Chief Program Officer

Phoebe Miyamoto, Finance Director

Paula Randle, Mental Health Services Director

Marissa Scholefield, Director COMPASS Programs

Frank Smith, Information Services Director

Sharon Nagel, President

Carol Painter, Secretary/Treasurer

Geri Abracosa

K. Nehrenz

Marcie Poole

Judith Wagner

Patricia Guild

Sabina Sullivan



Save The Date

Holiday Service Day 

Holiday Open House 

Rose Parade Band Performance

Blood Drive 

MLK Service Day

Easter Egg Hunt

Volunteer Recognition

Summer Service Day 

13th Annual Gala 

Holiday Service Day 

Holiday Open House

 

DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
www.davidandmargaret.org  |  909-596-5921 x3249  |  info@davidandmargaret.org

Dec. 1, 2019

Dec. 7, 2019

Dec. 30, 2019

Jan. 15, 2020

Jan. 20, 2020

April 4, 2020

April 23, 2020

June 9, 2020

Sept. 26, 2020

Nov. 29, 2020

Dec. 5, 2020

 



ANNUAL
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

Santa Photos
Live Music

Refreshments
Arts & Crafts

Games & Activities For Kids All Ages
And More!

Bring a gift card or unqrapped gift valued at $20 or more to brighten the holidays

for youth with a history of foster care and be entered in the holiday raffle!

Saturday, December 7, 2019

3pm-5pm


